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Sir: 

This communication is filed in response to the Office Action dated January 16, 2003, 
issued by the United States Patent and Trademark Office in connection with the above- 
identified Application. A response to the Office Action is due on April Jj5, 2003. 
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Accordingly, this communication is being timely filed. rv 

Kindly amend the above-identified application as follows: ^ Z 
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In the Claims: ^ S O 
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Please amend the following claims to read as follows: 


1 . A method of protecting a non-volatile memory device, the method comprising: 

Forming a non-volatile memory device comprising a polycide structure 
formed over a non-conducting charge trapping layer; and 


